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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJ: US-ECWINE 

REE: (A) EC BRUSSELS A-252, (B) 76 EC BRUSSELS A-354, 

(C) EC BRUSSELS 5272 

1. DR. REICHARDT (COMMISSION, DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR 
AGRICULTURE) CALLED IN MISSION OFFICER TO DISCUSS RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN US-EC WINE LABELLING REGULATIONS WHICH 
WOULD GO FAR IN HIS VIEW TO RESOLVE OUR OUTSTANDING 
MUTUAL PROBLEMS. FIRST, HE CALLED OUR ATTENTION TO A 
PROVISION CONTAINED IN COMMISSION REGULATION NO. 1054/77 
(REE. A) WHICH AMENDS THE BASIC COMMISSION WINE LABELLING 
REGULATION NO. 1608/76 (REF. B) BY SPECIFYING THAT "THE 
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DESIGNATION OF A QUALITY WINE PSR INTENDED EOR EXPORT TO 
THE USA MAY INCLUDE THE HARVEST YEAR ONLY IF AT I .FA. ST 
95 PERCENT OF THE PRODUCT IN QUESTION WAS PROVIDED FROM 
GRAPES IN THE YEAR INDICATED." ACCORDING TO 
REICHARDT, THIS PROVISION WOULD ENABLE EC WINE EXPORTS 
TO U.S. TO COMPLY WITH U.S. STANDARDS EOR VINTAGE YEAR. 
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2. SECONDLY, DR. REICHARDT TOLD US THAT THERE HAD BEEN 

AN AMENDMENT AGREED TO AT THE LAST AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL 
BY WHICH MEMBER STATES COULD IMPORT WINE EROM THIRD 
COUNTRIES WHICH HAD STANDARDS CLOSELY SIMILAR 
("SENSIBLEMENT EQUIVALENTS") TO THE MEMBER STATES. THE 
IMPLEMENTING REGULATION HAS NOT YET BEEN PUBLISHED IN THE 
EC OEFICIAL JOURNAL BUT IS EXPECTED SHORTLY. DR. REICHARD 
SAW THIS AMENDMENT AS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT FOR US-EC 
TO ALLOW U.S. WINES INTO THE EC. HERETOEORE, THIRD 
COUNTRY WINES NEEDED TO MEET LULL EC STANDARDS EXCEPT 
EOR DEROGATIONS. THIS MEANT THAT U.S. WINES, INTER ALIA, 

HAD TO HAVE VARIETY AND GEOGRAPHIC APPELLATION STANDARDS 
OE 85 PERCENT EEEECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1. 

3. FINALLY, DR. REICHARDT SAID HE WAS PARTICULARLY 
ENCOURAGED BY A MESSAGE EROM EC DEL IN WASHINGTON 
REGARDING A NEW BATE PROPOSAL ON WINE LABELLING. (WE 
HAVE HEARD NOTHING OE THIS DIRECTLY FROM WASHINGTON.) 

IC 

NDERSTAND IT, THIS PROPOSAL WOULD UPGRADE U.S. 

75 PERCENT. DR. REICHARDT EELT THAT IE THE U.S. 

PROCEEDED TO IMPLEMENT THIS PROPOSAL, THE EC WOULD BE 
ABLE TO LET IN U.S. WINES WITH 75 PERCENT VARIETY AND 
GEOGRAPHIC APPELLATION STANDARDS NOW THAT THE NEW 
ELEXIBLE LANGUAGE PER PARAGRAPH 2 HAD BEEN APPROVED. 
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4. REICHARDT TOLD US THAT HE WAS SPEAKING ON A PERSONAL 
BASIS, WITHOUT CLEARANCE EROM THE COMMISSION'S DG FOR 
EXTERNAL AEEAIRS. HE WOULD APPRECIATE THAT IN EUTURE 
DISCUSSIONS U.S. OEEICIALS MAY HAVE WITH THE EC ON THIS 
MATTER, WE NOT DIVULGE THAT IT WAS HE WHO CALLED OUR 
ATTENTION TO THE VARIOUS AMENDMENTS WHICH COULD HELP 
SOLVE SOME OF THE US-EC DIFEICULTIES ON WINE. WE WOULD 
ALSO LIKE TO SUGGEST AGAIN THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO 
HAVE US-EC INFORMAL BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS ON WINE 
RELATIVELY SOON (REE. C). EVEN IE THE U.S. DECIDES TO 
UPGRADE VARIETAL STANDARDS AND THE EC DECIDES TO CONSIDER 
THEM CLOSE ENOUGH TO THEIR OWN TO LET IN U.S. EXPORTS, 

THE TRANSITION PERIOD EOR THE SHIET IN THE U.S. WILL 
TAKE AT LEAST 2 YEARS. MEANWHILE, WE NEED TO WORK OUT 
SOME MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE INTERIM ARRANGEMENT WITH THE 
EC TO MAINTAIN OPEN ACCESS EOR U.S. EXPORTS. EC WINE 
LABELLING RULES COME INTO EORCE SEPTEMBER 1, 1977. 

MORRIS 
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